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James 
Lesson #6, Chapter 2 Overview 

	
The	goal	of	this	lesson	is	to	teach	you	how	to	look	at	and	begin	to	study	a	text	of	Scripture.	
Observation	is	a	necessary	part	of	Bible	study,	but	can	often	be	overlooked	or	rushed	through.	
Observation	begins	with	reading	through	the	chapter	and	then	reading	and	rereading	it	again	and	
again!	At	this	stage	in	our	Bible	study	you're	noticing	and	then	recording	what	God	has	put	into	
the	chapter.	You're	not	making	any	interpretations	about	what	it	means	or	how	it	applies	to	your	
life—that	will	come	later.	Don’t	rush	through	this	lesson.	Set	aside	time	this	week	to	peer	into	the	
living	and	abiding	Word	of	God.	You’ll	be	glad	you	did!	
	
I’ve	included	Chapter	2	at	the	end	of	this	lesson	so	you	can	print	it	out	and	mark	it	up	if	you’d	like.	
I	find	it	helps	me	see	items	more	easily	if	I’m	marking	and	noting	things	as	I	go.		
	
	
1. To	begin,	read	through	Chapter	2.	Now,	summarize	the	contents	of	Chapter	2.	This	is	not	the	

time	to	be	super	detailed;	instead,	think	of	trying	to	tell	a	4th	grader	the	contents	of	the	
chapter.	

	
a. Summarize	paragraph	1	(verses	1-7).	

	
	
	
	

b. Summarize	paragraph	2	(verses	8-13).	
	
	
	
	

c. Summarize	paragraph	3	(verses	14-17).	
	
	
	
	

d. Summarize	paragraph	4	(verses	18-26).	
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2. After	reviewing	the	chapter	and	what	you	wrote	for	your	summaries,	ask	yourself:	What	is	
the	main	point	of	this	chapter?	How	do	all	these	details	and	events	reveal	the	main	idea	of	
the	chapter?	Record	your	answer	below.	
	
	
	
	
	

3. Next,	look	for	a	verse	in	the	chapter	that	best	summarizes	the	contents	of	the	chapter.	You	
might	be	tempted	to	choose	your	favorite	verse	here,	but	please	don't	do	that.	Instead,	
consider	which	verse	best	sums	up	what’s	in	the	chapter.	Write	down	the	verse	you	chose	
here.		

	
	
	
	
	
4. Now	you're	ready	to	title	your	chapter.	Your	3-5	word	title	should	reflect	the	contents	of	

the	chapter.	Remember,	a	title’s	purpose	is	to	help	you	remember	what	is	in	each	chapter.	
	
	
	
	
	
5. List	the	things	you	observe	about	God	and	the	Lord	Jesus	in	this	chapter.	Look	for	things	

they	do,	their	attributes,	or	truths	about	them.	Be	sure	to	list	the	verse	reference	with	your	
answer.		

	
	
	
	
6. What	do	you	learn	about	the	rich	and	the	poor	in	this	chapter?	
	
	
	
	
7. What	do	you	learn	about	faith	in	this	chapter?	Be	sure	to	include	the	verse	references	with	

your	answer.	



Scripture Paths Bible Studies 

Discovering the Treasures of the Word 

	

SCRIPTURE	PATHS	BIBLE	STUDIES	 3 
Copyright©2017	Lisa	Hughes	

www.scripturepaths.com	
	

8. Now	make	a	list	of	any	examples	of	faith	with	works	that	you	see	in	this	chapter	along	with	
the	verse	references.	

	
	
	
	
9. Now,	make	a	list	of	any	examples	of	faith	without	works	that	you	see	in	this	chapter.	Be	sure	

to	include	the	verse	references	with	your	answer.		
	
	
	
	
10. What	do	you	learn	about	works	in	this	chapter?	Be	sure	to	include	the	verse	references	with	

your	answer.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
11. Write	down	at	least	one	thing	you	thought	was	interesting	from	this	chapter. 	

There’s	more	observations	to	be	found	to	this	chapter	than	what	I’ve	
asked	you	here.	If	you’re	eager	for	more,	try	looking	for	and	noting:	

• References	to	time	
• Repeated	words	
• Transition	words	like	“for,”	“therefore,”	“so,”	“finally.”	
• Commands	
• Comparisons		
• Contrasts	
• Lists	of	words,	phrases	or	related	thoughts	
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James Chapter 2 

 1 My brethren, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with an attitude of 

personal favoritism.  

2 For if a man comes into your assembly with a gold ring and dressed in fine clothes, and there 

also comes in a poor man in dirty clothes,  

3 and you pay special attention to the one who is wearing the fine clothes, and say, “You sit 

here in a good place,” and you say to the poor man, “You stand over there, or sit down by my 

footstool,”  

4 have you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil motives?  

5 Listen, my beloved brethren: did not God choose the poor of this world to be rich in faith and 

heirs of the kingdom which He promised to those who love Him? 6 But you have dishonored 

the poor man. Is it not the rich who oppress you and personally drag you into court?  

7 Do they not blaspheme the fair name by which you have been called?  

 8 If, however, you are fulfilling the royal law according to the Scripture, “You shall love 

your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well.  

9 But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as 

transgressors.  

10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles in one point, he has become guilty of 

all.  

11 For He who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not commit murder.” Now if you 

do not commit adultery, but do commit murder, you have become a transgressor of the law.  

12 So speak and so act as those who are to be judged by the law of liberty.  
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13 For judgment will be merciless to one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over 

judgment.  

 14 What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he has no works? Can 

that faith save him?  

15 If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food,  

16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,” and yet you do not 

give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that?  

17 Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.  

 18 But someone may well say, “You have faith and I have works; show me your faith 

without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works.”  

19 You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder.  

20 But are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is useless?  

21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered up Isaac his son on the 

altar?  

22 You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was 

perfected;  

23 and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “And Abraham believed God, and it was 

reckoned to him as righteousness,” and he was called the friend of God.  

24 You see that a man is justified by works and not by faith alone.  

25 In the same way, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the 

messengers and sent them out by another way?  

26 For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead.  


