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Hebrews Part Two 
Lesson #6, Chapter 9 Overview 

	
The goal of this particular lesson is the foundation of all Bible study. It is the practice of 
observing what's in the text. At this stage in our Bible study you're simply taking note and 
then recording what God has put into the chapter. You're not making any interpretations 
about what it means or how it applies to your life—that will come later. Don’t rush 
through this lesson. Set aside time this week to peer into the living and abiding word of 
God. You’ll be glad you did! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1. To begin, read through Chapter 9. Now, summarize the contents of Chapter 9. 

This is not the time to be super detailed; instead, think of trying to tell a 4th grader 
the contents of the chapter.1  

 
a. Summarize the contents of the first paragraph (verses 1-5). 

 
 
 
 
 

b. Summarize the contents of the second paragraph (verses 6-10). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

	
1The method and process of observation in Bible study does God honor as we stop, observe, and consider 
each and every one of His recorded Words, in their context. I would be remiss if I didn’t acknowledge the 
debt I owe to the Precept Inductive Bible Studies observation method, which I have adapted in my studies. 
As far as I know, the method is the brainchild of Kay Arthur, though I’ve encountered a number of others 
who have also come up with similar ways for observing the text. The point of observation is to slow down 
and really look at what God has preserved for us in His Word. What I’ve created here is simply another 
variation to help us peer more closely at the Scriptures—for our good and His glory. 

	

On the pages that follow you'll find the text of Chapter 9 in the New American Standard 
Bible version. Use those pages to do this lesson. Feel free to make notes on the page or 
mark it up as much as you like to help you do this lesson. Using the same Bible version to 
do this lesson will cut down on any confusion that would arise if we were all using different 
versions of the Bible when we get together for class discussion.  
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c. Summarize the contents of the third paragraph (verses 11-14).  
 
 
 
 
 

d. Summarize the contents of the fourth paragraph (verses 15-22). 
 
 
 
 
 

e. Summarize the contents of the fifth paragraph (verses 23-28). 
 
 
 
 
 
2. After reviewing the chapter and what you wrote for your summaries, ask yourself: 

What is the main point of this chapter? How do all the details and events reveal 
the main idea of the chapter? Record your answer below. 

 
3. Now you're ready to title your chapter. Your title should reflect the contents of the 

chapter in an abbreviated way. Remember, a title's purpose is to help you 
remember what is in each chapter. 

 
4. On the Hebrews Bible Text handout at the end of this lesson, mark key words. 

God, Jesus Christ, Holy Spirit are always key words. Start with these first. Then 
mark words or phrases that are repeated at least 3 times. Mark any other words 
that seem important to the chapter or are strongly emphasized. 

 
 
 

5. Next, list the phrase containing the key words on a separate sheet of paper. This 
step will allow you to pull together the information you noted from marking the 
key words. Be sure to cite the verse references when you list your key word 
information.  
 
For example, with God as your key word, you would begin to make a list of the 
information you discovered every time God is mentioned in Hebrews Chapter 1. 
Your Chapter 1 list about God should begin by looking something like the one 

Mark words or phrases by creating a symbol or using a certain colored pencil every time it 
appears. This will enable you to see at a glance how often a word is used in the chapter 
or note a progression of thought. 
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below. Include the details that you learn about Him. For example: verse 1—He 
spoke long ago to the fathers; verses 1-2—God...has spoken to us in His Son.   

  
6. Mark any commands that are listed in the chapter. It helps to look for any actions 

that are required of the reader or things they are told to do or be. 
 
7. Now, list the commands on your separate sheet of paper in the same way you did 

for the key words.  
 

8. Mark words or phrases that are being compared or contrasted. Words like as, 
likewise, in the same manner, or like will help you find words or phrases being 
compared. Contrasting words like “light/dark” or “love/hate” and the word “but” 
will help you find words or phrases that are being contrasted. 
 

9. Now list the comparisons and contrasts you discovered on the extra paper you’ve 
been using. 
 

10. Mark transition terms: therefore, wherefore, finally. Sometimes an author has his 
own kind of transition term that lets you know he is making a switch to a new 
topic, so be sure to look for those kinds of terms. (Generally, these are at the 
beginning of a paragraph.)  
 

11. Mark expressions of time—words like shortly, quickly, soon, for a little while. 
 

12. Mark words that are synonyms of each other. For example: God and Father from 
1:1. 

 
13. List any attributes of God, Christ, or the Holy Spirit that you notice in this chapter 

and add them to your list paper.  
 
How to identify attributes: Look back over the list you compiled about God and 
identify any of His attributes that you may see. Identifying attributes is easy when 
you differentiate between what God is doing versus who He is. Begin your 
attribute statements with God is...and then finish the sentence. List the verse that 
identified that particular characteristic for you. For clarity’s sake you may want to 
explain why you identified that particular attribute as shown in the examples. For 
example: God is sovereign from verse 1 (because He ordained His plan and how it 
would be revealed to the world); God is knowable from verse 2 (because He has 
spoken to us in Christ and made His will known). 
 

14. Look for lists of words, phrases, or related thoughts in the chapter text. Number 
any lists you find within the Bible text, then write out your list to the side in the 
margin or on a separate sheet of paper of the Hebrews Chapter 1 Bible text. This 
step will help you see the thought progression of the author or the results of some 
action. For example, in Hebrews 1:1-2 we find a list about God speaking. We 
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discover 1) God spoke long ago; 2) God spoke to the fathers; 3) God spoke 
through the prophets; 4) God spoke through the prophets in many portions; 5) 
God spoke through the prophets in many ways; 6) and now in these last days God 
has spoken; 7) God has spoken to us; and 8) God has spoken to us in His Son. 
 

15. Be sure to mark or write down any “nuggets” you observed that you thought were 
interesting. 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Remember, the purpose of this lesson is to observe and take note of what is in each 
chapter. You are not making any interpretations or applications to your life at this time. Your 
task at this time is to look for the treasures that God has put in each chapter. Have fun 
digging into God’s word! 
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Hebrews Chapter 9 
 

1 Now even the first covenant had regulations of divine worship and the 

earthly sanctuary.  

2 For there was a tabernacle prepared, the outer one, in which were the 

lampstand and the table and the sacred bread; this is called the holy place.  

3 Behind the second veil there was a tabernacle which is called the Holy of 

Holies,  

4 having a golden altar of incense and the ark of the covenant covered on all 

sides with gold, in which was a golden jar holding the manna, and Aaron’s rod 

which budded, and the tables of the covenant;  

5 and above it were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the mercy seat; but of 

these things we cannot now speak in detail.  

6 Now when these things have been so prepared, the priests are 

continually entering the outer tabernacle performing the divine worship,  

7 but into the second, only the high priest enters once a year, not without taking 

blood, which he offers for himself and for the sins of the people committed in 

ignorance.  

8 The Holy Spirit is signifying this, that the way into the holy place has not yet 

been disclosed while the outer tabernacle is still standing,  

9 which is a symbol for the present time. Accordingly both gifts and sacrifices are 

offered which cannot make the worshiper perfect in conscience,  

10 since they relate only to food and drink and various washings, regulations for 

the body imposed until a time of reformation.  
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11 But when Christ appeared as a high priest of the good things to come, 

He entered through the greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with 

hands, that is to say, not of this creation;  

12 and not through the blood of goats and calves, but through His own blood, He 

entered the holy place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption.  

13 For if the blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkling those 

who have been defiled sanctify for the cleansing of the flesh,  

14 how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered 

Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works to 

serve the living God?  

15 For this reason He is the mediator of a new covenant, so that, since a 

death has taken place for the redemption of the transgressions that were 

committed under the first covenant, those who have been called may receive the 

promise of the eternal inheritance.  

16 For where a covenant is, there must of necessity be the death of the one who 

made it.  

17 For a covenant is valid only when men are dead, for it is never in force while 

the one who made it lives.  

18 Therefore even the first covenant was not inaugurated without blood.  

19 For when every commandment had been spoken by Moses to all the people 

according to the Law, he took the blood of the calves and the goats, with water 

and scarlet wool and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book itself and all the 

people,  
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20 saying, “This is the blood of the covenant which God commanded you.”  

21 And in the same way he sprinkled both the tabernacle and all the vessels of 

the ministry with the blood.  

22 And according to the Law, one may almost say, all things are cleansed with 

blood, and without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness.  

23 Therefore it was necessary for the copies of the things in the heavens 

to be cleansed with these, but the heavenly things themselves with better 

sacrifices than these.  

24 For Christ did not enter a holy place made with hands, a mere copy of the true 

one, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us;  

25 nor was it that He would offer Himself often, as the high priest enters the holy 

place year by year with blood that is not his own.  

26 Otherwise, He would have needed to suffer often since the foundation of the 

world; but now once at the consummation of the ages He has been manifested to 

put away sin by the sacrifice of Himself.  

27 And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes 

judgment, 

 28 so Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear 

a second time for salvation without reference to sin, to those who eagerly await 

Him.  

	


