SCRIPTURE PATHS BIBLE STUDIES

Discovering the Jreasyres of the “Word

Lesson #10, @E@%@%@E@ 10 @%@m@w

The goal of this particular lesson is the foundation of all Bible study. It is the practice of
observing what's in the text. At this stage in our Bible study you're simply taking note and
then recording what God has put into the chapter. You're not making any interpretations
about what it means or how it applies to your life—that will come later. Don’t rush
through this lesson. Set aside time this week to peer into the living and abiding word of
God. You’ll be glad you did!

On the pages that follow you'll find the text of Chapter 10 in the New American Standard
Bible version. Use those pages to do this lesson. Feel free to make notes on the page or
mark it up as much as you like to help you do this lesson. Using the same Bible version to
do this lesson will cut down on any confusion that would arise if we were all using different
versions of the Bible when we get together for class discussion.

I. To begin, read through Chapter 10. Now, summarize the contents of Chapter 10.
This is not the time to be super detailed; instead, think of trying to tell a 4th grader
the contents of the chapter.!

Note: This chapter contains direct quotations from the Old Testament Scriptures. The
author of Hebrews repeats them exactly as they are used in their original context in the
Old Testament which means that sometimes the pronouns don't follow the context. Don't
let those pronoun changes fool you. Take note of when a quote is used and trace who or
what the author is talking about. You should then be able to identify the pronoun
references properly.

a. Summarize the contents of the first paragraph (verses 1-10).

b. Summarize the contents of the second paragraph (verses 11-18).

!The method and process of observation in Bible study does God honor as we stop, observe, and consider
each and every one of His recorded Words, in their context. I would be remiss if I didn’t acknowledge the
debt I owe to the Precept Inductive Bible Studies observation method, which I have adapted in my studies.
As far as I know, the method is the brainchild of Kay Arthur, though I’ve encountered a number of others
who have also come up with similar ways for observing the text. The point of observation is to slow down
and really look at what God has preserved for us in His Word. What I’ve created here is simply another
variation to help us peer more closely at the Scriptures—for our good and His glory.
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c. Summarize the contents of the third paragraph (verses 19-25).

d. Summarize the contents of the fourth paragraph (verses 26-31).

e. Summarize the contents of the fifth paragraph (verses 32-39).

After reviewing the chapter and what you wrote for your summaries, ask yourself:
What is the main point of this chapter? How do all the details and events reveal
the main idea of the chapter? Record your answer below.

Now you're ready to title your chapter. Your title should reflect the contents of the
chapter in an abbreviated way. Remember, a title's purpose is to help you
remember what is in each chapter.

On the Hebrews Bible Text handout at the end of this lesson, mark key words.
God, Jesus Christ, Holy Spirit are always key words. Start with these first. Then
mark words or phrases that are repeated at least 3 times. Mark any other words
that seem important to the chapter or are strongly emphasized.

Mark words or phrases by creating a symbol or using a certain colored pencil every time it
appears. This will enable you to see at a glance how often a word is used in the chapter
or note a progression of thought.

Next, list the phrase containing the key words on a separate sheet of paper. This
step will allow you to pull together the information you noted from marking the
key words. Be sure to cite the verse references when you list your key word
information.

For example, with God as your key word, you would begin to make a list of the
information you discovered every time God is mentioned in Hebrews Chapter 1.
Your Chapter 1 list about God should begin by looking something like the one
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below. Include the details that you learn about Him. For example: verse 1 —He
spoke long ago to the fathers; verses 1-2—God...has spoken to us in His Son.

Mark any commands that are listed in the chapter. It helps to look for any actions
that are required of the reader or things they are told to do or be.

Now, list the commands on your separate sheet of paper in the same way you did
for the key words.

Mark words or phrases that are being compared or contrasted. Words like as,
likewise, in the same manner, or like will help you find words or phrases being
compared. Contrasting words like “light/dark” or “love/hate” and the word “but”
will help you find words or phrases that are being contrasted.

Now list the comparisons and contrasts you discovered on the extra paper you’ve
been using.

Mark transition terms: therefore, wherefore, finally. Sometimes an author has his
own kind of transition term that lets you know he is making a switch to a new
topic, so be sure to look for those kinds of terms. (Generally, these are at the
beginning of a paragraph.)

Mark expressions of time—words like shortly, quickly, soon, for a little while.

Mark words that are synonyms of each other. For example: God and Father from
1:1.

List any attributes of God, Christ, or the Holy Spirit that you notice in this chapter
and add them to your list paper.

How to identify attributes: Look back over the list you compiled about God and
identify any of His attributes that you may see. Identifying attributes is easy when
you differentiate between what God is doing versus who He is. Begin your
attribute statements with God is...and then finish the sentence. List the verse that
identified that particular characteristic for you. For clarity’s sake you may want to
explain why you identified that particular attribute as shown in the examples. For
example: God is sovereign from verse 1 (because He ordained His plan and how it
would be revealed to the world); God is knowable from verse 2 (because He has
spoken to us in Christ and made His will known).

Look for lists of words, phrases, or related thoughts in the chapter text. Number
any lists you find within the Bible text, then write out your list to the side in the
margin or on a separate sheet of paper of the Hebrews Chapter 1 Bible text. This
step will help you see the thought progression of the author or the results of some
action. For example, in Hebrews 1:1-2 we find a list about God speaking. We
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discover 1) God spoke long ago; 2) God spoke to the fathers; 3) God spoke
through the prophets; 4) God spoke through the prophets in many portions; 5)
God spoke through the prophets in many ways; 6) and now in these last days God
has spoken; 7) God has spoken to us; and 8) God has spoken to us in His Son.

Be sure to mark or write down any “nuggets” you observed that you thought were
interesting.

Remember, the purpose of this lesson is to observe and take note of what is in each
chapter. You are not making any interpretations or applications to your life at this time. Your
task at this time is to look for the treasures that God has put in each chapter. Have fun
digging into God's word!
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Hebrews Chapter 10

1 For the Law, since it has only a shadow of the good things to come and
not the very form of things, can never, by the same sacrifices which they offer
continually year by year, make perfect those who draw near.
2 Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be offered, because the worshipers,
having once been cleansed, would no longer have had consciousness of sins?
3 But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins year by year.
4 For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.
5 Therefore, when He comes into the world, He says, “Sacrifice and offering You
have not desired, But a body You have prepared for Me;
6 In whole burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin You have taken no pleasure.
7 “Then | said, ‘Behold, | have come (In the scroll of the book it is written of Me)
To do Your will, O God.””
8 After saying above, “Sacrifices and offerings and whole burnt offerings and
sacrifices for sin You have not desired, nor have You taken pleasure in them”
(which are offered according to the Law),
9 then He said, “Behold, | have come to do Your will.” He takes away the first in
order to establish the second.
10 By this will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all.

11 Every priest stands daily ministering and offering time after time the

same sacrifices, which can never take away sins;
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12 but He, having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time, sat down at the right
hand of God,
13 waiting from that time onward until His enemies be made a footstool for His
feet.
14 For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are sanctified.
15 And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us; for after saying,
16 “This is the covenant that | will make with them After those days, says the
Lord: | will put My laws upon their heart, And on their mind | will write them,” He
then says,
17 “And their sins and their lawless deeds | will remember no more.”
18 Now where there is forgiveness of these things, there is no longer any offering
for sin.

19 Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to enter the holy place
by the blood of Jesus,
20 by a new and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is,
His flesh,
21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God,
22 let us draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of faith, having our
hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure
water.
23 Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who
promised is faithful;

24 and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good deeds,
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25 not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, but
encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing near.
26 For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the
truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,
27 but a terrifying expectation of judgment and the fury of a fire which will
consume the adversaries.
28 Anyone who has set aside the Law of Moses dies without mercy on the
testimony of two or three witnesses.
29 How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has trampled
under foot the Son of God, and has regarded as unclean the blood of the
covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of grace?
30 For we know Him who said, “Vengeance is Mine, | will repay.” And again,
“The Lord will judge His people.”
31 It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God.
32 But remember the former days, when, after being enlightened, you
endured a great conflict of sufferings,
33 partly by being made a public spectacle through reproaches and tribulations,
and partly by becoming sharers with those who were so treated.
34 For you showed sympathy to the prisoners and accepted joyfully the seizure
of your property, knowing that you have for yourselves a better possession and a
lasting one.

35 Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward.
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36 For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God,
you may receive what was promised.

37 For yet in a very little while, He who is coming will come, and will not delay.
38 But My righteous one shall live by faith; And if he shrinks back, My soul has
no pleasure in him.

39 But we are not of those who shrink back to destruction, but of those who have

faith to the preserving of the soul.
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